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Throwing
a new
design
on life

A New Life

D T P T

When your hobby becomes an

all-consuming ad

vour life's priori
reports
though she had always been
nterested in portery and
weramics and feli very

able working with
elay, bt veasn't until Michelbe Maher
signed up for pottery chisses in ber
lncal VEC that it ever occurred to her
that she conld actually “be a porter”.

Having pest glven up her high-
powered six-fgure ¥ position as
digecror of operations with a najor
snpermarket chain, Maher decided to
Fake up pottery cligses as 2 bbby
which very quickly became an
all-comsuming addiction,

“Iwas shitiag in the class at the VEC,
the teacher was chatting away and [
said aloud ‘Imagine ‘wl.l.ng weith clay,
that would be brilliant.’ A woman
turned to me and said “1'd say you'd
lowe that." 1 had never met her before
and I hadn'e even started the classes
bat she was right.

“Af the end of thar 10-week course, |
was addicted and there was o
stopping me.”

Originally from Banshn, Co.
Tipperary, Mabher graduated frem NUL
Maymooth with a masters in history in
1996 and went into retail management.

tion, it’s time to change
. Michelle McDonagh

‘With ber Eamily in the furnitre Coramic artist
basiness, she had redail in her blood. Michelle Maher
In 2000 she became area manager 10 her studio,

for G chain AldL :
whibch was just setting up in Irelmd st~ Matt Kavanagh

the time. As aren manager, she found
hmmmv:lhux between Aldi's
stores in Dublin, Cork and Galwoy and
enjoyed the excitement of bailding up
the Bew

Shye was very quickly promoted to
‘store operations director, becoming
s First weman in the UK and Irelwnd
and ome of  handful wilhin ihe
company worldwide to achieve this
high-powered, six-figure salary
pasition,

“1 was sent to the UK in summer
2002 to et #Xperience & operMions
director and ended up on the road for
@ year living in betels all over the UK
from Scotland to London. It was quite
harrible, 11 got a frée weekend break
in a botel now, I‘d say 'no thanks, Il
seay at home'.” she b

Before starting with AldL Maber had
enrolled o o pottery course in Dubln
bt from the beginning, it was
apparent that she would ot have time
for hobbies in ber new job.

Although she would eventually have

her own stdio at the back of her

been moved back te Ireland when a house in early 2004 and set up her
vacancy for o director of operarions company, Ceramic Forms.
arose heve, she quickly realised she “It was like golng from the sublime
wasn't happy In ber mew role. It wasn't o the ridicolous, it's so complesely
nm:l.ngnbeh.mmnmmml ditferent from what T was doing
betore. 1 il shop in Aldi and when |
ihghiting fires bt lnm]w\i alurnd tell my former collenpues there thar
strategising for the future.

She wis also quite ml.cl: 8 her
partner of 13 yeurs wis still liviag in
Freland.

“1 Il Abdi in 2003 T didnt kiow
wheit Twanted to do, T just knew 1 did
Tt Wi that like annuomumn
something would happen for me, 1 fust
didin't know what it was. gum.gimr ohe”

Tnweas ar this poine that

enralled in the pottery course at her
local VEC in Dublin. the first of a year
of pumerows chasses - 600 hours in all

- in averything from pottery and
CErAMICS 10 SEET-Fou;
and professional manageaent. Having
aaved money while working with Mﬁ.
she wns in the fo

T awtise, | might s well be relling
them I'm mllllnl it

“To them, I'o
matal pmksmanal ina st mun(
people think artises are Bighty and rn

around in smocks which I'ocertainty
not”

In order to bring in an income
imitially, Maher Jecided to stan
teaching art classes in her stadio. She
started with ooe stodent and worrked
that it would never be a vial
business, bt is now running fve
aevening classes o week s well as
weekend w

“L'was very sure [rom the start about
the kind of work T wanted to make, ir's

having to work for a while,

After a three-week full-time conrse
ar tive Mational College of Art and
Diesign, she made the decision o build

T VETY il o subitle and 1
vse very dramatic colours.
“Temling classes meant T had &
regular income sod could afford 1o
srhcl to my guns and persist with the

work I wanted to do after T was mrned
down by & mumber of shops.*

Maber's persistence paid off when
the chiel execative 0J'I||= Kilkenny
chain of shops,
b work at :x
and placed an order with ber,

She is currently taking part in the
Kilkenny shops' Craft In Action
iniriative md can be seen working on
ber destgis n e store from July 19t
to 2hst, Her work is also being sold in
The Design Yord in Tergpde Bar, the
Craft Granary in Cahir and Rossa

in Cashel. Her larger scalpiure
pieces can be seen at the Botanic
Gardens, Airfield House in Dundrum
and featared in the recent
festival

“1 used b wark 60 o 70 hours a
week sometime, 100 for Al but as 2
ceramicist, I would never dream of
eoumting my hours, 1 do work very
lomgr bonsrs and Bave to make mysel§
wake time off, [ could be doing the
accounts ope minute of working on
my website and rolling out lomps of
chay and glazing the next,

“Ie's very intense, but Llove the
warieey of it she says,

On the Co

T .

Occupation: Chairsoman of Parki
Ansocation of el

Parscaal /kamily: Marred o Des
and seven grandohildren,

‘What figure from the world of
health do you most admire?

Mary Harney. She has the will a
to gt Irish headth services ona |
Ladmire her courage to take on @

\'nutochzr career might you b
Law perhaps.

I vou could grant three wishe:

service, what would they be?
[would ensure there are muitidi
available in every district. T won
Parkingon's nurse speclalist to &
A comtTact ensuring they can wou
mmm COMMIMINILY 0 deal
5 it theis own homes alt
discharged, Finally | would ensu
ents et equal service regand

h service area theey live in.

‘What is your greatest fear?
Idon't eally have a greatest fear
bright side of life and don't dwel
could provoke fear,

Have you ever been a patient a
one?

Yea. L have had bresst cancer for
luas travelled ta the bone rwice. ]
mood patient.

‘When or where are you happie
Lying b the sun am a beach liste

How do you col upumhsheu!
[ distenct myself by emtert;
gramdelhildren For egample
bkie-in and made coffes cake, 11
wp with a Bacard] and orange.

What is the trail you meost adm
| T'ima good listemer and have o ca
| dealing with Parkirson's patient

| muliuth»mmmmmi
My intolerance when people do
properly,

Dn;w use alternative o comy

licine or therapies?

e, T om a great believer in man

ey st be combined with cor

medicime. [ pet reiki and Thai m:

bealimy regularly and drink herbal

Who or what makes you lay

Tdon't really langh thar much. Tt

ot amused, Tjust smile.

Whar is

If1 can help somehody us 1 s

Hiving will mot be in vain,

What is your Bwvourite TV or r
?

programme’
The news, Crurariims and Aswn
Street and a good film with a tnu

What books would you bring t

islancls?
Fallaw the Rabbit Fence by
ful ona

Giarimara would be e
also wauld bring some books
| Finally Td bring the book | keep

WVictorlan wreasury of verse and |
I comversation |

Lifelines

Clare-by

nhlowwermdwlm Dr John 0 Dunnhue will team
up with American educator Dr Dan Skegal and
mmm at Stanford Meodkcal Schoal

at an et antitle

Through the Pawer of Prasance on Saturtay A
Surdsy. Juby 215t antl 22nd st Newtown Castie,
Ballysesghan, Co Clare. Theough a mesuflalks

A chemlcal solution to

three spe

mncleds af ioaﬂsrsm cost €480 F mﬂll
eathdttuwrenleadershipfonim.ie o tel:
DEE TORADAY for nore deails.

I RELATIONSHIF WORKSHOPS: The: vt Wickiow
wellbeing centre, Chysalis, is now risning
nonresidential wonkshops in Militown Park,
Sandiord Road, Ranelsgh, Dublin, Forthcoming

workshops Inciude The At of Effvtiess Relationshios
o Jully 2154 and 22nd. Led by Ingid Baccl, American
he

hhealer anel suthor of The Art of Effortiess L

workshop airs to heldp peopls identity and release
Lellefs and attitudes which limit their redationships,

Cost €105,

O August 1180 and 1L2th in the same vers,
Jesuit priest Fr Jim Dolan will lead a retreal
introcuetion ko the teachings of Anthony de Mealio,

Cost €155, Bookings for hoth workshops.
(45404713 See ks www, chrysalis e

N

on et

Chumical Castrtion
| Channed 4, Thursdeay, 10.35pm

arlier this sumaser, the then

Eritish home secretary John

Beld announced that
anti-depressants would be offered

usend to describe the wse of the drug
Lurpron to reduce sex drive and
absessive thoughes, In the 115, rhe
use of Lapron is on the increase in
prisons bt remsains

an obsessive problem

treatment, So Grant had limseli
urgically castrated,
eedless msny, mmsn:m].n
unbippy about dhe prospect of
it the

Some experts maintain that it
does mol reduee sex drive

0 S g an
experbmental basis i lelp twem
conirol their sexnal urges following

rebease from prison. The move
is one of A number of measures

affers
offenders a way to get out of prison
earfier thin would otherwise be te
case.

Lupron also increases the risk of

which will include enabling parents | osteoporosis - though this may not
o find out i person inw with bea omlndu momnln peophe
their children has a icthon far outraged by th Tour of sex
sex olfences, offenders.

The effect 1 In thi: Chanpel 4

therapy will be monditored over a
Mlnd of Hime before a decision is
as to whether to -mnd Irs

a | use A

wvant: Ask the Expert is th

wirittlonal
sl t In wivicn

questions from e puic at the Feverside Theatre,

Coderaine on Monday, Mily 16th, The penellists, all of
whom are sterding an intemational mitrition saciety

conberenoe at the University of Ulster Coleming
Fannue il el ek Deed Mibes Minran 160 Re Lo

Trozac can result in loss od'l:lh‘l.do
amed @ reduction ln obsessive
thinking. It is with these sex
offenders who have an obsessi

documentary, convicted
paedophiles in several US

communiey even following
chemical or surgical castration.
In!!«la urologist who mmcs ot

Karl Heneghan of Inclu

ve

the right job

wark with Inclusive
Recruitment, an employnsent
wnryspedatlsmgmﬂm
pl:mmnmr people with
vt about Fal

new |Im while the rvrnrwtae helns
peaple to be murr at peace wi ith

W"“
penple who work in a vasiety of
Lields such o catering, redail,
Libeifies and

s not

sale for mease Eiate: the Cullllmﬂll‘!.
There is still po definitive

research to show whether these

approaches work. In an Irish

comtext. unformumately, it all seems

rather academic. We afew

| treatment

st

O service ks a divlskon of St
Michael's House, which was set up
by parents of children with special
needs, The Inclusive Recraitment
service saarted in 2001 and I've
been here since April 2006, My
role is to match the skills and

maimum
prisens spoke ﬂ'lheir expeﬁenoes
with chemicnl and surgical

wastration. Fred Holfman, whe hoe
s‘wnt ’lJ years o[ Iuis life in prison

compulsive disorder that it is most
Tieetw i be effective - but some

sy the
use of Lupron has. u:wwd his
Fantaskes and orizins in relarion e

Sor:
these remain small scale - even

| though such

PTOErATAMES CAn
mlcrﬁsMandm well worth

I‘hdn (1 xea].lr want to watch this
it d our to be

[} T SETViCE USeTE
who are seeking jobs with
employers who are recruin)

stafl. Omce a client has been hised
I provide ongoing support (o them

b
an excelient docamentary - well

#ha nffles asher

and thelr enplo:
'y ﬁgtnmyday::

Recruitment, loves helping people find

2 His blggest
chaliengo s finding jobs for all
those on his walting list.

have a list of employers and a lsr
af people seeking work, exceps

#hr wm ara o fras serwina The

On the jobs front

My Working Day

lour pnn-ﬂm' ol
eompany may chis
would be interest

CumpARes A pers
thelr peeds in the:
Some enmplayer
Anxious when it o
employing someh
Intellactual disabi

getning settled int
invalved In thelr |
cases people setth
bath emplotee an

bappy.
enjoy my jobs
nsely. Ther
n e job s Py
all walks of life.

e many
of work and 1 part

Ausling ek i o



